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This is the summary drawn by Flint. France had been dur-
ing the seventeenth century the first nation of the world, and
during the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries hac-
passed through a period comparable to the Periclean 01
Augustan ages of ancient civilizations. Victorious in war
France had spread abroad her power into other continents
and possessed a court more brilliant than any in modern
times. The French state was the model of absolutism;
French aristocracy had become possessed of all power and
wealth. The French language was the language of the
courts of Europe and of international communication; French
literature had reached a beauty of form not then attained by
any other modern language; French manners had attained
a refinement and French society a perfection in form and in
attractiveness that caused them to be imitated throughout
Europe as the highest product of civilization. But the bril-
liancy of Paris had been purchased at the expense of the
provinces; the power of the king had been bought with the
slavery of his people; his success in war with the impover-
ishment of the country; the extravagance of aristocratic
society with the sordid lives of the common people. The
supremacy of the orthodox Church had been brought about
by the suppression of all right of;individual judgment; the
support of the nobility for the Church and State had been
secured by unjust privileges and corrupt lives. In England
similar pretentious piety and orthodoxy could exist alongside
of laws that enumerated one hundred and sixty-four offenses
punishable by death. Nor were these mere statutory forms,
for there were many executions for most trivial offenses.
Upon the Continent the Inquisition was even yet in operation.
In Spain, in 1/23, the daughter of the regent of France was
treated to the public spectacle of the burning alive of nine
heretics as a part of her marriage festivities. France yet for-
bade the burial of the bodies of heretics in any cemetery;
and, in the centers more remote from the " enlightenment"